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man, especially if he had any wounds appearing on him,
So she cried, and so she wept, as if she had seen Our
Lord Jesus Christ with His wounds bleeding. And so she
did, in the sight of her soul, for, through the beholding of
the sick man, her mind was all taken over to Our Lord
Jesus Christ,
Then had she great mourning and sorrowing because
she might not kiss the lepers when she saw them, or met
with them, in the streets, for the love of Jesus.
Now began she to love what she had most hated
beforetime, for there was nothing more loathsome or
more abominable to her, while she was in those years of
worldly prosperity, than to see or behold a leper, whom
now, through Our Lord's mercy, she desired to embrace
and kiss for the love of Jesus, when she had time and
place convenient.
Then she told her confessor what great desire she had
to kiss lepers, and he warned her that she should kiss no
men, but if she would anyhow kiss, she should kiss
women. Then was she glad, because she had leave to
kiss the sick women, and went to a place where sick women
dwelt who were right full of the sickness, and fell down on
her knees before them, praying them that she might kiss
their mouths for the love of Jesus, So she kissed there
two sick women with many a holy thought and many a
devout tear, and when she had kissed them, she told them
full many good words and stirred them to meekness and
patience, so that they would not grutch at their sickness,
but highly thank God therefor, and they should have
86b great bliss in Heaven through the mercy of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Then one woman had so many temptations that she
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